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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE j ^ 

AppHcant; William A. Gindlesperger Atty. Docket No. 085919.00004 

Serial No.: 09/ 450,023 Group Art Unit: 3624 

Filed: November 29, 1999 Examiner: Daniel S. Felten 

Invention: "APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR OBTAINING LOWEST 
BID FROM INFORMATION PRODUCT VENDORS" 

SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 

SIR: • 
Please amend the application as follows: 



IN TIC 



E CLAIMS: 



1 , (Twice Amended) A method for bidding by vendors of customized goods or 
services, comprising steps of: 

receiving a vendor record, said vendor record having vendor identifier data 
representing a vendor, and a vendor capability data identifying a capabiUty of said vendor to 
provide a customized [goods or services] good or service for each of a plurality of vendors in 
a pool of vendors : 

receiving a job data from a buyer, said job data having a buyer identifier data, and a 
job descriptor data representing a custom job for which said buyer wishes a price quote or 
bid; 

automaticallv comparing said vendor records to said job data; 

automatically identifying at least one group from the pool of vendors [of said vendor 
records] as qualified for receiving an invitation for bid, based on said comparison; 
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the pages or find that they 
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Q QNFroENTlAT,tTY NOTICE : Thia fecsimile, along with any documents, filea, or 
attachments, may contain information that is confidential, privUs^ad, or otherwise 
exempt from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient or a person responsible 
for dslivering it to the intended recipieat, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, printing, distribution or use of any information contained in or attached to 
this &csimile is strictly prohibited. If you have received this f^ciaimile in error, 
please immediately notify ue by facsimile or by telephone collect at che numbers 
stated above, and destroy tbe orieinal facsimile and its attachments without reading, 
printing, or saving in any manner. Your cooperation is appreci ated. Thank you. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any fees due or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 50-1794. 
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